H.E. Deputy Prime Minister Prof. Purachai Piemsombun’s Special Lecture 

on 

1st Workshop on Human Trafficking in Thailand

Dusit Island Resort

Chiang Rai, Thailand

May 13, 2004, 9:30 a.m.

Contact person: 

Mr. Kampon Klawtanonk

Chief Inspector-General, Office of the Prime Minister

Mobile: (09) 967-2686
Deputy Prime Minister Purachai strongly emphasized today that Thailand has the “political will” to tackle the problem of human trafficking, and that the issue is a top national priority for the government. 

The Deputy Prime Minister’s lecture emphasized the prominence of human trafficking as a major problem that impacts human dignity and rights.   Deputy Prime Minister Purachai noted that the common humanity and brotherhood of all “homo sapiens” needed to be considered in order to understand the grievous nature of trafficking, which he labeled ‘slavery’ and ‘forced labour.’   He traced the development of human trafficking as slavery from it’s origin in history, in since Greek and Roman times and onward into the period of medieval Europe, the age of Colonialism, and slavery and the American Civil War.   The worldwide abolition of slavery notwithstanding, and despite the universal adoption of the UN’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights -- prohibiting all forms of human slavery and promoting equal status of humanity regardless of sex, race, nationality, religion, etc. -- the problem of human slavery and trafficking still persists, and many new forms of trafficking have developed. 

The Deputy Prime Minister provided a concise summary of the situation of human trafficking in Thailand, and pointed out that Thailand is a country of origin, transit and destination for trafficking.  The Deputy Prime Minister clearly stated that there are many causes of the problem, including the weakness of the family institution, poverty, the lack of awareness of the problem, and other factors enable to child exploitation to take place.  He also emphasized that there is still ineffective law enforcement response to the problem of human trafficking, which is also connected to a lack of clarity in some areas regarding public policy. 

The Thai government has declared the war on illegal drugs, and Deputy Prime Minister Purachai noted that human trafficking is a problem that should receive an equal level of priority as well, and must be urgently solved.   However, there also needs to be strong attention to the needs of the victims of human trafficking, and ways must be found to assist them.   Deputy Prime Minister Purachai said that the results of the Chiang Rai workshop will be conveyed to the Prime Minister, who will then preside over a 2nd National Workshop on Human Trafficking to be held in Bangkok in August 2004.  

On August 13, 2003, the Cabinet ordered Deputy Prime Minister Purachai (as the Chairman in charge of social order policy) to give strong priority to the issue of human trafficking.  A committee was formed comprising all concerned agencies such as the Ministry of Public Health, the Ministry of Interior, the National Police Bureau, the Office of Protection and Suppression of Money Laundering, and Ministry of Social Development and Human Security.   This inter-agency committee will oversee all efforts to prevent the problem of human trafficking, which is understood to be closely related to other social institutions, including the family and education.  The Committee receives regular monthly reports, examining progress in the effective  suppression of trafficking in women and children.  Based on this information, the Committee came to the realization that human trafficking is a problem that is as serious as illegal drugs in Thailand.  The Deputy Prime Minister gave a few examples of women and children trafficked in forced labour and sex trade including those from neighboring countries and their effective rescue by Thai authorities.

Deputy Prime Minister Purachai also emphasized that all women and children trafficked into forced labour/trafficking should be regarded as victims who need help and protection against organized criminal gangs.   These victims should be treated as victims as well as witnesses to a crime, instead of being treated as perpetrators of the crimes themselves. 

He suggested nine measures that were used to combat the problem of illegal drug trade in Thailand, and suggested that these measures can also be applied effectively against the problem of human trafficking.   These measures are: 1) prevention and protection 2) suppression 3) rehabilitation 4) information sharing 5) international cooperation 6) inter-agency coordination 7) research and development 8) reform of relevant laws and 9) effective implementation and management. 

Deputy Prime Minister Purachai concluded that the Royal Thai Government will continue to exercise the political will needed to tackle the human trafficking problem.  He said that the political leadership existed at the highest levels to deal with this severe problem.  Deputy Prime Minister Purachai particularly called on law enforcement officials to work with inspiration to solve the problem, and to be pro-active in responding to the needs of trafficking victims in all situations, no matter what nationality the victim may be.  Finally, he called for the serious commitment by all officials and concerned agencies in all sectors, since this is what is required to successfully combat human trafficking.

