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 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ECPAT-USA launches the Protect Children in Tourism Project and the Code of Conduct in Belize.

Brooklyn, New York (June 2, 2006)—ECPAT-USA announces the kickoff of the Protect Children in Tourism Project (PCT) in Belize City, Belize, to promote the Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children from Commercial Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism.  The event, hosted by the Radisson Fort George Hotel and Marina, will be held on Thursday, August 3 at 10:00 am.

Belize is well known as a responsible tourism destination so it is the perfect partner for the Project to create a travel environment that is protective of children.  The Project offers strategies to be used by three sectors against the child sex trade:  governments, the traveler, and companies in the travel and tourism industry.


Among those scheduled to speak at the breakfast kick-off event are the Chairperson of the Belize Special Task Force on Trafficking Ms. Anita Zetina, representing the Prime Minister of Belize;  Cynthia Gregg, the Principal Officer of the US Consulate General in Belize; and PCT Project Director Amaya Renobales.   
More than twenty hotels, tour operators and other travel industry representatives will sign the Code of Conduct at this kickoff event including the Belize Tourism Industry Association, an umbrella organization of more than 300 companies.  

The Code of Conduct, which aims to establish an ethical policy on child exploitation, offers training of personnel in the country of origin, introduces a clause in contracts with suppliers, provides both travelers and “key persons” at the destination with information and calls for annual reporting.  (See www.thecode.org for more details.)  More than 270 companies worldwide have signed the Code, including Carlson Companies, parent company of the Radisson Hotel and many other hotel brands.

ECPAT-USA’s Protect Children in Tourism Project is funded by the U.S. Department of State.  "The United States government is working to end child sex tourism and the cruel impact this despicable crime inflicts upon society's most innocent members," Ambassador John R. Miller, Director of the U.S. State Department's Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, said.  "The U.S. government supports efforts to protect victims, jail abusers, and prevent child sex tourism."

ECPAT-USA is the US branch of an international organization working to end the commercial sexual exploitation of children all over the world.  It is based in Brooklyn, New York (www.ecpatusa.org) and operates an anti-child sex tourism program in Cancun, Mexico.

“The travel industry is increasingly interested in helping stop a terrible form of child exploitation, often perpetrated by American sex tourists.  We are thrilled they are working with us in Belize to get informed and active to fight child sex tourism,” said Carol Smolenski, Executive Director of ECPAT-USA.  “We hope this high profile event will get many more companies interested in signing the Code.”
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