

Summary of AB 634


The intent of this legislation is to protect women entering California as prospective spouses from deception, violence and abuse.
AB 634 would require international marriage brokers (IMB) to provide foreign recruits with the criminal and marital history of American clients seeking a foreign fiancée.  It would inform foreign recruits of their rights in the United States, should they become victims of domestic violence, and provide recruits with ‘basic rights information,’ including information about human rights, immigration, and emergency assistance and resources.

Background

The use of international marriage brokers specializing in ‘mail-order-brides’ is booming, fueled by the demand by American men for ‘traditional’ wives from Asia, Russia, and South America.  California alone has over 70 such brokers.

The risks associated with these organizations are serious and widespread.  Foreign recruits are generally provided with little or no background information on their American fiancé, and have no way of confirming what they are told about his previous marriages or criminal history.  There is a growing epidemic of domestic violence among couples who meet through international marriage brokers, as women increasingly find themselves trapped in abusive relationships with no knowledge of services they can turn to. 

Status
· Assembly Judiciary Committee hearing: April 5, 2005
· Introduced February 17, 2005

Contact Information
Claire Early or Marva Diaz
Office of Assemblywoman Sally Lieber

Phone: (916) 319-2022/Fax: (916) 319-2122

E-mail: Claire.Early@asm.ca.gov; Marva.Diaz@asm.ca.gov
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 942849, Sacramento, CA 94249-0022

Fast Facts on AB 634 (Lieber)

Across the country, newspaper accounts and reports by service providers working with battered immigrant women confirm that many foreign women are exploited or abused by husbands they meet through IMBs.  Cases with California connections include:

· In Carlsbad, a Russian “mail-order bride” was allegedly raped 3 times on November 7, 2002.  Her husband pled guilty to inflicting corporal injury on a spouse and misdemeanor sexual battery. (City News Service, San Diego Wife Rape, 21 October 2003).
· A 24-year-old Russian woman came to California, only to find within four days of arriving that the man she planned to marry was verbally and physically abusive, drank, and possibly used drugs.  The Julian County Fire Chief’s wife recounted the story after her husband responded to the young woman’s 911 call, and they helped her return home to Russia.  (San Diego Union-Tribune, Help for Foreigners Here?  Try Finding It In An Emergency, 25 July 2002).
· A “mail-order bride” from China, “Ngan” accompanied her new husband to the U.S. to find herself beaten by him because her $5-a-day seamstress salary was unsatisfactory.  After her first beating, Ngan was too scared to do anything, but the second beating was so severe that she was sent to the hospital.  “I didn’t know anything about that man [her husband]. I was so naive then. I thought nothing could go wrong...” (San Francisco Chronicle, Mail-Order Brides Find Abuse, 7 September 1990).
· A Russian woman named “Inna” met her husband, “Bill,” through a California-based IMB.  Throughout the couple’s three-year marriage, Bill sexually and emotionally abused Inna.  The police arrested Bill on several counts of sexual assault, and he is currently in jail with more than a dozen charges pending against him.  Bill was married twice before.  Both marriages ended after his arrest on charges of domestic violence. 
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