1

SISTERS OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

SSH GENERALATE, IGUOSA

BENIN-LAGOS EXPRESSWAY

P O BOX 5521

BENIN CITY, NIGERIA

sshbenincity@yahoo.com
OUR EFFORT AT TACKLING THE DEHUMANIZING PRACTICE OF TRAFFICKING 

IN HUMAN BEINGS FOR SEX EXPLOITATION AND DOMESTIC SERVITUDE
The dehumanizing practice of trafficking in human beings for sex trade is a new form of slavery in this 21st century.   Our goal is to help alleviate the sufferings of those young women who have fallen victims to this ugly trade and prevent many more from falling prey.
Available statistics show that there are about 20 thousand Nigerian young women in forced prostitution on the streets of Italy alone.   90% of those from Nigeria are from Edo State where we have our Motherhouse.   
We have established, in Nigeria, some projects that will give young girls marketable skills and prevent them from being trafficked.  We also work in collaboration with COSUDOW – a rehabilitation project set up by the Nigerian Conference of women Religious  in Nigeria;  and Casa Maria dell’ Acoglienza – another rehabilitation center in Italy.  Our Sisters run these two projects. 

Our main focus in Nigeria is prevention.  To this purpose we have established the following projects:
1) Skill acquisition and job creation: 

SACRED HEART COTTAGE INDUSTRY

Here the young women are trained in:

Weaving, Dyeing and batik, Sewing and knitting and Baking

At the present about 35 young women are involved in this industry both as workers and as trainees.  Some of the trainees are re-employed after their training and some are assisted to establish on their own.  In addition to the skills both the trainees and workers are given instructions on home management, simple hygiene and leadership. The training is designed to last for two years and within these two years the trainees are expected to have acquired skills in at least two sections.

2) Hope for Widows Association:

We discovered in the process of our village enlightenment program that most of the young women who are victims of women trafficking are children of widows who feel they have to take care of their mothers and siblings.   This program is designed to give the widows some means of sustenance and empowerment.  Also about 45 widows are registered in this.

3) Scholarship Fund for High School Girls  
This Scholarship Fund is established to assist young indigent girls through high school.  We believe that the best way to help our young women build up their dignity is to give them good education - formal and non-formal.  This will liberate and empower them for the future.  

5)
Development & Skill Acquisition Center:

At this Center young people are given secretarial skills to equip them for the job market.    This project established in 1990 is located in the remotest area of one of the Edo State where we serve. It runs programs for both male and female youths.  At the present this project is housed in an uncompleted building. We need financial assistance to continue these projects.  

