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LETTERS FROM VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN MINNESOTA
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STORIES ABOUT INTERNATIONAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING VICTIMS IN MINNESOTA
Sex trafficking

A woman from Africa was referred to a Civil Society human trafficking screening clinic.  She reported to the Civil Society immigration attorney that while in her home country, she met a man from the United States.  They began to see each other and the man told her that he wanted to marry her and make a home for her and her child from a previous marriage.  The man brought her to the United States and when she arrived she and the man were married before a judge.  Following the ceremony, the man filed for immigration benefits for her, which he later withdrew because the woman refused to cooperate with his plan. The man informed the woman that if she wanted to stay in this country, she must marry his elderly uncle.  When the woman refused to marry the elderly uncle, she was kept against her will in the uncle’s home through the use of threats against her and her children and coercion. While she was kept in the uncle’s home, he repeatedly raped her and as a result she became pregnant.  After she gave birth, she escaped from the uncle with her children. She found relatives who kept her safe and then sought help from Civil Society. The Civil Society attorney will assist her with reporting the incident to the proper authorities.  The woman is also receiving help from Civil Society case manager who is making sure that the woman and her childrens’ social service needs are being met.  The woman is currently raising two children on her own, is unemployed and speaks very little English. Civil Society will assist the woman with ESL classes, as well as vocational training.  The woman is still very afraid that her trafficker will locate her and hurt her, but with the support of Civil Society she now has the strength to come forward and seek justice.

    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Labor trafficking

A young West African woman was referred to one of a Civil Society trafficking screening clinics by a friend from her church who had heard about our clinics. The woman met with a Civil Society immigration attorney. After several visits, the immigration attorney was able to make a determination that the woman was a victim of labor trafficking.  The woman reported that she came to this country on a visitor’s visa to visit the father of her children who is from her country.  She then found out that the father of her children was married to another woman. He forced the woman to stay in an apartment with her children to answer the telephone for his business 24 hours/day. He gave her very little money for food, not enough for the children. As a result the women and her children are undernourished, especially the youngest child, who is only a baby, and has been diagnosed with failure to thrive.  The man also beat and raped the woman frequently.  He also threatened her life and told her that if she does not do as he says, he will have her deported, which will leave the children with him. The Civil Society immigration attorney will make sure that does not happen. The woman currently works with a Civil Society case manager.  The Civil Society case manager is assisting her in meeting her family’s daily needs and preparing her to become a self-sufficient member of society. 
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Former U.S. Attorney Rachel K. Paulose speaks at Civil Society’s Human Trafficking in Minnesota Conference on September 28, 2007.
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Letter from an Abused Immigrant Woman

(Names in this letter ware changed for security reasons)
We want to thank all those who have contributed so much for our human trafficking victims. They have put together valuable gift cards, gift bags, and other personal items for the victims, often overnight.
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GREETINGS

Civil Society continues to work tirelessly on behalf of victims of human trafficking living and working in Minnesota.  During 2007, Civil Society subcontracted with six ethnic-based organizations in accordance with a contract we received from the Department of Health and Human Services in September 2006.  The organizations we chose to subcontract with are Vietnamese Minnesotan’s Association, Vietnamese Social Services, Waite House, Korean Service Center, Somali Education and Social Advocacy Center and SEWA. In December 2006, each of these organizations began an intensive public outreach campaign that enabled them to educate their communities about human trafficking, including how to identify victims of human trafficking and what resources are available to help these victims when they are located. Civil Society and our subcontractors conducted 294 trainings and reached 14,396 people during the time period between December 1, 2006 and September 30, 2007.  With the assistance and dedication of these organizations, as well as assistance from law enforcement, health care professionals, social service agencies and a myriad of caring individuals, Civil Society identified 148 potential victims of human trafficking in 2007.    In this newsletter, we want to tell you how we reach out to victims of human trafficking so that they feel safe enough to seek help.  We also want to let you know how you can get involved and help victims of human trafficking. Finally, we want to share some of the stories of the victims we have worked with this past year.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

YOU CAN BE A PART OF THE MINNESOTA HUMAN TRAFFICKING WATCH!!!

The Rescue and Restore Coalition and Minnesota Human Trafficking Watch is a group of people concerned about the human trafficking which is occurring within Minnesota.  Minnesota has been identified as one of the 13 most heavily human trafficked states in the nation.  One of the reasons that our state is vulnerable to human trafficking is because we are a border state with Canada.  Human Trafficking is a modern-day form of slavery.  Victims are young children, teenagers, men and women.  It is estimated that between 14, 000 and 17, 000 people are trafficked into the United States each year.  Human trafficking victims come from all over the world, including Latin America, Southeast Asia, the former Soviet Union and Africa.  Many victims of human trafficking are exploited for purposes of commercial sex, including prostitution, stripping, pornography and live-sex shows.  However, human trafficking also takes place as labor exploitation, such as domestic servitude, sweatshop factories or migrant agricultural work.  We need your experience and expertise to help us develop a comprehensive victim services model that will address the unique needs of victims in Minnesota, to help us raise public awareness of this issue and to help us train professionals so that they will begin screening for human trafficking.

To learn more or to join, please call Civil Society at 651 291-0713.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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1 didn't meet with you ir person until now, but | know a lot aboul you. | know
that Civil Society was founded in 1996, and you received a Certificate of
Appreciation Irom the United Stales Depariment of Justice, Cffice for
Victims of Crime.

More then this, | know that you are one of the wonders of this world, a
human with a grate heart and values. How | know? It not so hard! | was
helped by the Civil Society!

It was the hardest vear of my fife, when | found my self alore, without
power, wilhout money. and vith a husband who broth me from 2 foreign
country, and then throw me on the stre
Then...| was directed to Civil Sociely, b{_Ann_|from |_shelter
Like this, | interact with wonderful people: Marla, Debra, Victoria and
Jonathan Bargen

I have to recognize, that without Civil Society, | was so small... a foreign
women, in a foreign country, without any support.

| receive from the people | mentioned, lot of support. | am thankful to all of
them.

Especially, | would fike to mention. that Jonathan helped me a fot, without
his help, maybe | will be out of the country, and my ex hushand he will be
free to ...marry another innocent women, from another country. Jonathan
paid attention in detail to my file, and he put al his effortin order to help and
solve my immigralion case. | know that it was not simple. my file was so big,
many papers, documents, pictares, events. He put all his together and he
sent them to immigration. | would not know what | will do, if he will not help
me with my case Today | had the salisfaction and happiness 1o receive
from Immigration the right decision: they give me one year residence and
then next year for 10 years.

| don't like fo repeat my self, but | can't stop thinking that without Civit
Society, your kindness, Jonathan's professionalism has an immigration
attorney — 1 will be just one of the women who immigrate in one of the
country's, and then she is send back because she is so alone and she
doasn't know where to 1ok for help.

| was abused from my ex husband, lied. | have no words to describe how
much | suffered. | wish to forget all he did to me, but | can't. Al | want is that
justice. one day, wil stop him to brink another women in this country...

i1 was i now, my country, | will write in the newspaper | use o
wark for 9years; aboul the help | received from Civil Society, from a
wonderful lady, named Linda Miler

Unfortunately, | am niot here. All | want o do is to send you all my gratitude,
to thank you for helping people, victims of abuse, and humans without any
power! Thank you from ali my heart Thank you for having in your team
professional people! Thank you for the help | recaived from the graat team!
Special thanks, again, 10 Jonathan Bargen. | don' want to say big words,
buthe is a very good atiomey, and ! just want you know how | feel about it
1f 1 vill nol stop now writing, probably | will keep going wilh hundreds of
thanks,

1 will stop here, sending you, dear Ms. Miller, 2ll my respect! | wish, thel one
day, | can join the team has voluntary, in order Lo help people. | know what
this mean.

Please excuse my English and grammar, they are not the best!

God bless you' | will have you iy prayert

Sincerely,

Helen





CIVIL SOCIETY’S BEST PRACTICE METHOD FOR OUTEACH TO HUMAN TRAFFICKING VICTIMS

Civil Society’s best practice method utilizes                                   attorneys, health care personnel, and service providers working together to provide safety to human trafficking victims by:

· Providing cultural and language competency to break down barriers to victims of human trafficking. 

· Providing legal services, shelter, medical, dental and mental health service to provide safety to human trafficking victims.

· Training shelter, medical dental and health personnel civil and immigration law to reach out and screen for victims of human trafficking.

· Applying civil and immigration law solutions so that trafficking victims can report traffickers safely.

· Providing civil and immigration law to remedy the horrific effects of human trafficking upon victims of human trafficking.
To donate for helping human trafficking victims please visit Civil Society’s website: www.civilsocietyhelps.org

Trafficking Victim Crisis and Tip Line:

1-888-7-SAFE-24   (1-888-772-3324)
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I an sorry for late reply as T had new e mail from my University.

It vas vonderful experience attending the conference that day as &
International fellow and a police officer fron Pakistan. It was more
exciting to ses your presentation. Let me add to this that T
thoroughly

enjoyed neeting cross sections of professionals on that day. Please do
let me know if you come across any event/seminar/conference/discussion.

I vant it to make it two way by telling the participants the efforts we

are making as & country in this direction and laus ve have and thus
learning throughout the process.Tn addition, ny area of interests are
cyper crine, money laundering, domestic violece and transitional
Justice, I would highly appreciate if you are able to conect me with
the people/experts/professionals of the field you know and think would
be helpful for me during my Hunphrey year here. In addition I am
Looking

for my atfiliation with any organizacion of my choice. Any help in this

regard would also be highly appreciated. Would you mind sending me your

prasentation? Please accopt my sincerest thanks again.
Regards

Munir Ahmed Shaikh

Fulbright Fellow

HAH Tnstitute of Public Affairs

University of Minnesota





Letters commending Civil Society Attorneys
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Se. Paul, Mn 55101

Dear Ma. Kirwin, Decemver 12, 2007

T have been meaning to wrice you to thank you for your

representation on| dient oxder for protection hearing

T was inpressed not just with your

with lictle

willingaess to jump ir and assist on a cas

vine to prepare, But with the manner with which you

snteracted wict clent. | Tt wab a d1ff1cult day for all of us,

Dut most of a1l o] gen |and your reapectful and calm

demeanor was exactly what the situacion called for. I

ceuld see[3] relc nore confident and engowered from haviag

you there, despite the circumscances. I look forward to

working with you again on another OFP case in the future.

cordially,

Tegal Advocate
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