Welcome to 2nd Oxfam-Quebec’s Annual Anti-human Trafficking Inter-provincial Meeting (Ha Tinh, Vietnam)

The most important annual event of the Anti-human trafficking program of Oxfam Quebec in Vietnam was organized this year on November 25th and 26th 2005 in the province of Ha Tinh. The participants included project partners and beneficiaries from Hanoi capital, Ha Giang, Ha Tinh, Thai Binh, Quang Ninh province, government officers, people from Ha Tinh province and Oxfam Quebec staffs.  The event consists of an exhibition, a workshop, outdoors evening concerts and a theatre performance.
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This 2-day exhibition caught the attention of the visitors with its’ colorful displays of the different products coming from Oxfam-Quebec’s alternative livelihood trainings for vulnerable groups.  Such products included rattan and bamboo weaving, hemp production, dry flower production, organic flower and vegetable cultivation, etc. The exhibition was open to the local population and they could learn about human trafficking issue through fun and awarded games such as dart, ball throwing, poem contest and draw lots (questions and answers).
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During the afternoon of 25 November 2005, OQ program staffs, project partners and officers from the Police Department, Department of Labor, Invalid and Social Affairs, Foreign Affairs department and the Committee for Population, Family and Children of Ha Tinh province gathered in a workshop on human trafficking.  The workshop’s topic highlighted the areas of concerns that each province wished to share and discuss. The workshop included presentations on “labor exportation and human trafficking” (OQ Staff), “support of victims during repatriation process” (Quang Ninh), “new immigrants and human trafficking” (Hanoi),  “economic development in connection to trafficking (Ha Giang), and “fund raising for existing support centers”, etc.  During the “labor exporting and human trafficking” presentation, Oxfam-Quebec introduced the “Hand-book for Migrant Workers in Taiwan” which was developed by the Anti-Trafficking program’s staffs to provide labor migrants with information relating to Taiwanese labor law and how to avoid/deal with exploitation.  The handbook was highly appreciated by all the participants and it was suggested that OQ develop similar handbooks on other popular destination countries of Vietnamese migrant workers.  The motivation and participations of the delegates resulted in numerous lively and interesting discussions relating to trafficking in person.
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During the evening of November 25, 2005, local partners from the Ha Tinh Support Center organized at the Ha Tinh Cultural house an open-air concert to increase awareness on anti-human trafficking for the local people.  The show included both professional and amateur performances by local singers, theatre groups and the OQ program staffs.  Local audience particularly appreciated the testimony of two volunteer returnees and a pantomime performance of “The book of the jungle” performed by a Belgium theatre troop called the “Théâtre Croquemitaine”.  This show examined the inseparable links between capitalist greed, globalization, labor exploitation and human trafficking.
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The aim of the 2nd Interprovincial meeting held in Ha Tinh province was to strengthen the relationship between the different partner provinces, to share concerns experienced during the implementation phase of the program, to promote the anti-human trafficking program and to raise awareness on the trafficking issues. The participants of the event stressed the importance of encouraging further communication of lessons learnt and best practices between the provinces, and overall deemed it a wonderful success.
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