 Training Program on

Gender and Human Rights in Southeast Asia

Equal Status of Women, Human Rights and Empowerment  (October 25-31, 2007, Bangkok, Thailand)

This Training Program is developed and organized by WARI-- a Thailand-based women’s organization. The aim of the program is to improve gender and human rights competency and the knowledge of international human rights standards related to equality and non-discrimination.  WARI hopes to enhance capacities for gender equality and promote cooperation in the field of gender, human rights and democracy throughout Southeast Asia.

The program is designed for representatives of NGO’s, government officials, students, academics, consultants, gender focal points and UN/donors agencies working on gender and equality issues. The program will take place at the Eastin hotel in Bangkok, Thailand from October 25 to 31, 2007, and will be followed by a 2-day conference-gender, rights and empowerment-- on November 1-2, 2007. We trust that the program will be of importance to you and hereby invite you to participate, nominate candidates from your organizations, or circulate this announcement.

Objectives and Contents

The 7-day Course is a comprehensive introduction to all applied aspects of gender. It aims to increase the conceptual understanding and practical skills to apply gender and Human Rights concepts and tools in different development sectors. The overall objective of the program is to contribute to the strengthening of understanding of gender and human rights of women by promoting awareness of applicable international human rights standards. Particular attention will be paid to regional initiatives and the current debates regarding the implementation of human rights in Southeast Asia,. Regional in scope, with special emphasis on the equal status and human rights of women, the program will offer an opportunity for participants to exchange views and ideas based on their national experiences. WARI organizes annual forums to equip participants to learn and discuss issues of rights and develop strategies to promote and protect these rights
Topics covered 

Part or all of the following topics will be covered. The final selection will depend on the interest of the participants

· Gender concepts, gender analysis, gender planning, gender mainstreaming, gender monitoring, men and gender, advocacy of gender and human rights
· Development of international human rights standards Equal rights, non-discrimination

· Legal instruments, UN system, regional systems, and monitoring mechanisms

Civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights

· Political and economic participation of women

· Right to health and reproductive health

· Studies of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and its application in Southeast Asia

· Examination of gender-discriminatory provisions in domestic laws in SEAsian countries

· Human rights in Southeast Asian context: Issue of universality and cultural relativism

· Domestic violence, HIV/AIDS, and trafficking in women and children

· Rights of girl child, marginal--migrant and indigenous women

Program Details
Lectures will be given by the WARI team and other invited experts. All participants are encouraged to contribute actively throughout the program in their respective areas of expertise. Daily lectures, seminars and group exercises will take place within the framework of  popular and participatory methods. It is truly an inter-cultural and participatory learning workshop. In the follow up conference, course participants can make presentations and other visitors and experts will be invited to make presentations.

Participants will be provided with basic readers, documentation including texts of key international human rights instruments, and a set of comprehensive database of gender trainings materials  related to  the equal status and human rights of women. Candidates selected to participate in the program may be asked to prepare a short paper or presentation before or after the program. More information concerning the individual assignment will be communicated after confirmation of participation.

Participants

Conducted in an English medium, the course focuses largely on key generic aspects of gender and Human Rights with examples from Southeast Asia. The course will not cover South Asia or East Asia although prospective participants from these and other regions are welcomed provided that they want to learn about Southeast Asia or the generic aspects of gender, and have their own full financial funding. Apart from Southeast Asia including Mekong subregion, our past participants have come from USA, Australia, Canada, Finland, Sweden, Maldives, Bangladesh, Japan India, and Pakistan. We specially encourage participants from the Mekong Sub-region (Burma, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam) and countries of Southeast Asia (Indonesia, East Timor, Malaysia, and Philippines) to apply and participate. We also accept participants from other areas specially those international students who want to learn about gender issues and meet other Southeast Asian participants.

Twenty participants will be selected to participate in the program. Both men and women are encouraged to apply. The selection of participants will be done by WARI. All participants completing the program with full attendance will receive a certificate.

Language Requirement

The program will be conducted in English and consequently a proficiency in the English language is required. Candidates will have to certify their proficiency in English by the details of their education or be as a letter from an expert. 

Course Fee and Redution

The course fee (not including room, food and travel) is USD 1,000. WARI organizes the training content and management but is not able to provide funding support. We encourage participants to find support from their institution, funding partners, donor agencies and support organizations. After adequate paid participants are registered, it may be possible to offer partial reduction in the tuition fee for needy or self-supporting applicants. We invite support agencies from Asia and other regions to participate by sending and supporting their partner organizations.  We encourage individuals and organizations to sponsor their participants and contribute to this workshop for quality dialogue, resource and capacity building on gender and Human Rights leading to better application of CEDAW or Millennium development goals. Group discounts for five and more participants are available 

Application Procedure and deadline

The application form is attached and must be used for submitting applications to the program. For details of the previous years or this year and for a copy of the application form, please visit our website--. www.geocities.com/wari9. The application form also details the cost of hotel arrangements ($35 shared, and $48 single). and the way to transfer money. The last date for application is April 15, 2007 and for transferring the fee, May 15, 2007. Our email gendertrain@yahoo.com 

