Civil Society and Government Collaboration to Combat Trafficking
in Persons in the Greater Mekong Sub-Region
May 22-24, 2006

Plaza Athenee Hotel – 29th Floor

Bangkok, Thailand

MAY 22, 2006
8:30 – 9:00 

Registration

9:00 – 10:30

Opening Addresses 

H.E. Watana Muangsook, Minister 



Ministry of Social Development and Human Security, RTG (invited)
H.E. Ralph L. Boyce 
Ambassador, U.S. Embassy, Thailand

Ms. Joana Merlin-Scholtes

UN Resident Coordinator, Thailand
Ms. Julia Ormond 

UN Goodwill Ambassador for the Abolition of Slavery and Trafficking

Ms. Melanne Verveer

Chair, Board of Directors, Vital Voices Global Partnership

10:30 – 11:15 

Press Conference (2nd Floor, Drawing Room)
· H.E. Watana Muangsook, Minister of Social Development and Human Security (invited)
· H.E. Ralph L. Boyce, Ambassador, US Embassy

· Ms. Melanne Verveer, Chair of Board of Directors, Vital Voices Global Partnership

· Ms. Julia Ormond, Actress & UN Goodwill Ambassador

· Mr. Timothy Beans, Mission Director, USAID Regional Development Mission/Asia
· Mr. Akira Fujino, Representative, UNODC Regional Centre for East Asia and the Pacific 
10:30 – 11:15

Coffee Break (all other participants)
11:15 – 12:00
Overview of Key Themes of Conference – The Importance of Government & Civil Society Collaboration to Fight Human Trafficking 

Dr. Saisuree Chutikul, Member, Vital Voices Global Advisory Council


Ms. Katherine Blakeslee, Director, Office of Women in Development, Bureau of Economic Growth, Agriculture and Trade, USAID Washington
Ms. Sally Neumann, Program Officer for Asia and the Middle East, Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, US State Department (invited)
12:00 – 1:15 

Lunch
1:15 – 2:15
Panel – Regional Perspective on Cooperative Relations between NGOs and Governments in Anti-trafficking Response in the Mekong Sub-region – Where are we now?  


Representative of Governments (2)
Mr. Burkhard Dammann, Senior Program Management Officer, UNODC Regional Centre for East Asia and the Pacific

Dr. Lisa Rende Taylor, Regional Director, Counter-Trafficking Programs, The Asia Foundation
2:15 – 3:00
Operationalizing Multi-Partner Collaboration in Implementing Comprehensive Anti-Trafficking at the Local Level:  The Thai Experience of Government-NGO Collaboration

Ms. Suvichit Sataman, Bureau of Child Promotion and Protection, Ministry of Social Development and Human Security
Ms. Wassana Kaonopharat, Center for Protection of Children’s Rights 
Additional comments by Dr. Saisuree Chutikul, Vital Voices Global Advisory Council
3:00 – 3:15

Coffee Break 

3:15 – 5:15
Explanation of Small Group-Exercise – Matt Friedman (USAID), Phil Robertson (Vital Voices)

Small Group Exercise:  Developing an Optimal Package for Interventions against Human Trafficking in the Greater Mekong Sub-region
(6 break out groups – one each per country – Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, China, Lao PDR, Thailand, Vietnam)
Report back from Small Groups

5:15-5:30
Summary of Today’s Work – Findings – and Points for Discussion on Next Day


Philip S. Robertson Jr., Vital Voices Conference Secretariat 
Evening
Reception sponsored by the Minister, Ministry of Social Development and Human Security, Royal Thai Government
MAY 23, 2006
8:30 – 8:45
Registration

8:45 – 9:15
Report back from small groups

9:15 – 10:15
Panel Discussion:  Challenges to Close Cooperation, between NGOs and Governments, and Across Borders – Where does the System Break Down, and Can We Fix it?  


One Government Representative

One NGO Representative

One UN Representative 


Facilitated by Dr. Saisuree Chutikul, Vital Voices Global Advisory Council
10:15 – 10:30
Cofee Break

10:30 – 11:30
Cross-border Case Studies of Successful Collaborations between NGOs and Governments in the Mekong Sub-region:


Cambodia-Thailand-Malaysia:  Rescuing the Girls and Prosecuting a Trafficker:  The Kunthea Case 

· Pol.Maj.Gen. Chatchawal Suksomjit, Deputy Commissioner of Metropolitan Police Bureau, Royal Thai Police
· Ms. Panadda Changmanee, National Project Coordinator, UNIAP-Thailand
Thai-Burma (Myanmar) Cooperation in Repatriation of Trafficking Victims 

· Representatives, Save the Children (UK)


Facilitated by Philip S. Robertson Jr., Vital Voices Conference Secretariat
11:30 – 12:45
Break Out Groups – Session 2:  Targeting – Where Do We Go from Here?   
12:45 – 1:45 
Lunch 
1:45 – 2:15
Report back from Break Out Groups by Selected NGOs and Government Represenatives 

Summary of Key Points – Vital Voices staff 

2:15 – 3:15
Commentary on Collaboration in Prosecution and Prevention – Experience Sharing from Eastern Europe on Building Cooperative Relations between NGOs and Governments 


Mr. Stephen Warnath


Director, Nexus Institute, former Deputy Director of Anti-Trafficking Office of the Stability Pact
3:15-3:30
Cofee Break

3:30-5:00
Coordination for Combatting Human Trafficking in the Mekong Sub-region:  Obstacles and Finding Practical Steps towards Solutions
Mr. Matthew Friedman, Deputy Director, Office of Public Health, USAID Regional Development Mission/Asia


Representative from second Bangkok-based bilateral donor 


Representative from multi-lateral organization (UN agency)


Representative from International NGOs providing support 

5:00-5:15
Summary of Today’s Work – Findings – and Points for Discussion on Next Day


Philip S. Robertson Jr., Vital Voices Conference Secretariat 
Evening

6:30 – 8:30 
Reception at the Residence of U.S. Ambassador Ralph L. Boyce – Wireless Road  

MAY 24, 2006
8:30 --  8:45
Registration
8:45 – 9:00
Explanation – Small Group Exercise on “Who Will Work Where?   Prioritiy Areas for Partners”
9:00 – 10:30
Small Group Exercise 

10:30-10:45
Coffee Break

10:45-11:30
Report Back on Results of Group Exercise


Extrapolating Key Points from Group Exercises to 1st draft Final Recommendations of Conference

11:30 – 1:30
Lunch (longer lunch to allow conference secretariat working on 2nd draft final recommendations)
1:30 – 2:15
Discussion of Final Recommendations of the Conference  
2:15 – 2:45
Coffee Break 

3:00 – 3:15
Approval of Final Recommendations of the Conference

3:15- 3:30
Helping Vital Voices be Heard – Steps Forward from Bangkok

Melanne Verveer, Chair, Vital Voices Global Partnership
3:30 – 5:00
Closing Statements 


Representatives of the 5 Mekong Governments – Cambodia, China, Lao PDR, Thailand & Vietnam 

Representative of NGOs 


Mr. Burkhard Dammann, Senior Program Management Officer, UNODC Regional Centre for East Asia and the Pacific



Mr. Richard Whelden, Deputy Mission Director, USAID Regional Development Mission/Asia

Melanne Verveer, Chair, Vital Voices Global Partnership
